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El Pollo Loco Heats Up Houston With First New Restaurant Opening of 2016

COSTA MESA, Calif., Feb. 11, 2016 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- El Pollo Loco (Nasdaqg:LOCO), the nation's leading fire-grilled
chicken chain, today opened it newest location in Houston, TX. The new restaurant located at 5309 S. Rice Avenue is the
10th location to open in the Houston market and 20th in the state of Texas.

"We were extremely pleased with our development in the Houston-area in 2015 and look forward to continuing to build on
those efforts this year by bringing new restaurants to the community. It's a great feeling to open our newest restaurant on
Rice Avenue, marking another convenient location in Houston," said Steve Sather, Chief Executive Officer at El Pollo Loco.
"Since first entering the Houston market in 2014, we have truly enjoyed creating new El Pollo Loco fans by sharing our
signature citrus-marinated, fire-grilled chicken and Mexican inspired entrees with the community."

The 2,995 square foot restaurant has seating for 84 guests and features the brand's hacienda design which features an
open kitchen layout designed for customers to view El Pollo Loco's signature chicken as it's being fire-grilled. The
restaurant is open seven days a week from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. with drive-thru service concluding at 11 p.m.

El Pollo Loco is currently seeking highly qualified, multi-unit operators in Northern California, Arizona, Colorado, Nevada and
Texas. For more information visit https://elpolloloco.com/franchising/.

About El Pollo Loco

El Pollo Loco (Nasdaq:LOCO) is the nation's leading fire-grilled chicken restaurant chain renowned for its masterfully citrus-
marinated, fire-grilled chicken and handcrafted entrees using fresh ingredients inspired by Mexican recipes. With more than
430 company-owned and franchised restaurants in Arizona, California, Nevada, Texas and Utah, El Pollo Loco is expanding
its presence in key markets like Houston and Dallas through a combination of company and existing and new franchisee
development. Some say the lengths we go to create fresh, delicious food are crazy. We say it's Crazy You Can Taste. Visit
us on our website at EIPolloLoco.com.

Like: https://www.facebook.com/EIPolloLoco

Follow on Twitter: @EIPolloLoco

Follow on Instagram: @EIPolloLoco

Subscribe: http://www.youtube.com/user/OfficialEIPolloLoco
Join e-club: http://www.elpolloloco.com/locorewards/

Medi a Cont act :
Kellie Duffy
ICR Inc.

203- 682- 8200
LOCO@ crinc. com


http://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=ZqYPStAlevzc-mBlczgcqQqr-HIyCEi4Oc0107MyurxhjRJuD4577B1pge3OhtWhCLnN2zQxOO9XhHlBGcHOa5wvTuDMiE6wGOw1BCQI50H48swpfCLy2qYK-deTSBi3
http://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=mp1D5NeB9GlxKIValPpiCbMEA04iN0iHt3jeJR1tEQzvPBPvoxwZp36rqq21n4TP2U2QeJNJqF2ZitzUsWP4nA==
http://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=o328XRVawgcwnbOor3s09Z6LdP404q13FZkiOmTiMMMAa42d03pNJ3ZLP6gwuUIdCopUF8kJ7AIZs38fROor9Q==
http://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=ZqYPStAlevzc-mBlczgcqSVf-ABjUuX5HMdeDc3de5tZtKOZ5UdFeE5tXAp1wSW88uIWVuDxdWf9Zu8NSgXroFboNsZJhFBtfIpAw_uOFLivWkQb1QhshnPwz2MFsn6_vSknV0_jAoS3bLnw1jmBBmp-3i3IrD5EcoSV4-GIt430sfi6oIiYSfOpLjd9jsYXgNdBvIEkFCICRQ4kH0KKig==
http://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=wZk6jijm7WghTQzuvtXb9T7f23qJlzoY3E-3vKELdCEGB3BN_dpdIZRacMQFrxkwBxsm4HGgn2FqxxsJW0-ozI52xrbfRuB1zSH42Au2nntrbjGBxHz-ffxQBSoaAhT1RShVnbv-veSMSNAXHM_qxgdbWubNiTQIPIlmQfnqXCzDzRUi61m5rmnY45RDS_NGZHpIGZkXyui6U32vZgaPCg==
http://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=wZk6jijm7WghTQzuvtXb9efJ8CvGJM59j5aRa6eVX-eKNaJX96GdvMop71zsgo7WDcGtUGZniupgOz-COnLDmCrVagMgl0I5fNi24gSFYeeqwrHsxjgl2W0U08q8EG4oj9z9M-twsNMWJ90amZQdIm_Xj5dVIMHlO5w-7qUhN2il5ia1D358FyqQs-nQb4Myi8ANLbZkVA7P8N72vnEdTw==
http://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=I26HYw-H9z7Is0REpd0LI_9lg7dLPTw5I_5jP9ClGNeTpad1jIaijsiTlOGgBmBFLT6yiJ3JyAW6Y-cEPxIgs4GSR-rhV8BMiD12_9HwMLheuoevnf_XbV3sT0-1KG26vlr1mfEKveyD4NfOBgaqkUtoR24z2HjBeMFmtM_9nRczgxRgmMFazvST8APB4eY9nrkQLGLr_jmE7ySn8edPpEvb85SEfzX17y_uO6UCAS-NDpi8J92cAJIaEnf9YYGn
http://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=I26HYw-H9z7Is0REpd0LI4XnIgQFRxnQ5G9TXaXRS3aMw0GE16nwWj94kg8YYpSakjDhXGWBmhqR66foxxqydRTSkvjHzI6D3OxIDoTl21n37PyE5s9LgP7BNCzbGx07cE2X2OD2MA053EmaYGmqIig7llLz3XFUCUS-oY23VE-ACIGPYBmTTP2qzHUjlB0NPT5LjKZqEXxRnPPgLxNfn4mFH0xuTM4qTA0YekMsnqk=

