
El Pollo Loco’s New Loco Lunch Boxes Will Make You Love Lunch Again

February 25, 2021
Fun, portable boxes take uninspired midday meals from ordinary to extraordinary

COSTA MESA, Calif., Feb. 25, 2021 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- El Pollo Loco, Inc. (“El Pollo Loco” or “Company)  (Nasdaq: LOCO), the nation’s leading
fire-grilled chicken restaurant chain, is reigniting the lost joy of lunchtime with its new line of Loco Lunch Boxes. As remote work and social distancing
requirements have upended lunchtime, midday meals have lost their luster, leaving many stuck in a rut and eating uninspired lunches at their home
desk or noshing on the same thing every day.

Say goodbye to sad lunches! El Pollo Loco packs the lunch you really want with a complete meal in a cheerful, easy-to-carry box. The new Loco
Lunch Boxes offer a convenient lunch experience for people to enjoy delicious, satisfying food — whether they’re working from home, are on the go or
heading back to the office.

“Once people started sheltering at home and working remotely, going out for lunch shifted to throwing together quick meals at home,” El Pollo Loco
President and Chief Executive Officer Bernard Acoca said. “To inject some joy back into lunchtime and give people delicious and convenient to-go
options that replace disappointing leftovers and inspire them to love lunch again, we created satisfying meals that come in a fun, portable container.”

The new Loco Lunch Boxes come in four options, all of which include a rice and beans cup, chips, salsa, and a churro for dessert:

Chicken Guacamole Burrito: Tender pieces of our famous citrus-marinated, fire-grilled chicken, fresh handmade
guacamole, pinto beans, shredded cabbage and sour cream, wrapped in a flour tortilla and topped with queso fresco and
house-made pico de gallo.

Baja Shrimp Tacos: Two tacos made with corn and flour blend artisanal tortillas and filled with shrimp cooked to
perfection in a chipotle and garlic marinade, and topped with fresh shredded cabbage, house-made pico de gallo and Baja
chipotle sauce.

Chicken Avocado Gordita: Tender pieces of our famous citrus-marinated, fire-grilled chicken, wrapped in grilled flatbread
with fresh shredded lettuce blend, fresh avocado slices, Baja chipotle sauce and topped with queso fresco and
house-made pico de gallo.

Cheesy Chicken Quesadilla: Tender pieces of our famous citrus-marinated, fire-grilled chicken melted between a flour
tortilla along with shredded Monterey jack cheese and house-made pico de gallo and served with a side of fresh
handmade guacamole.

Loco Lunch Boxes will also be available for purchase in packs of six, eight and 12 on El Pollo Loco’s catering menu.

For more on El Pollo Loco's new line of Loco Lunch Boxes and to view the supporting TV spot, visit El Pollo Loco’s YouTube channel .

About El Pollo Loco
El Pollo Loco (Nasdaq:LOCO) is the nation’s leading fire-grilled chicken restaurant with a mission to bring people together around food, family, and
culture in the communities it serves. El Pollo Loco is renowned for its handcrafted L.A. Mex food, an innovative blend of traditional Mexican cuisine and
better-for-you eating, that Los Angeles is known for. Since 1980, El Pollo Loco has successfully opened and maintained more than 480
company-owned and franchised restaurants in Arizona, California, Nevada, Texas, Utah, and Louisiana while remaining true to its Mexican-American
heritage. El Pollo Loco continues to grow and evolve, nourishing connections to tradition, culture, and one another through fire-grilled goodness that
makes us feel like familia. For more information, visit us at ElPolloLoco.com.

Like: www.facebook.com/ElPolloLoco
Follow on Twitter: @ElPolloLoco
Follow on Instagram: @ElPolloLoco
Follow on TikTok: @ElPolloLoco
Subscribe: www.youtube.com/OfficialElPolloLoco
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New Loco Lunch Boxes come in four options, all of which include a rice and beans cup, chips, salsa, and a churro for dessert

Join Loco Rewards: www.elpolloloco.com/rewards
Join our Team: www.elpolloloco.com/careers

MEDIA CONTACT:
Rosie Herzog
Edible
213-878-7867
rosie.herzog@edible-inc.com

A photo accompanying this announcement is available at https://www.globenewswire.com/NewsRoom/AttachmentNg/2f45e8a1-
f711-4fc4-9a75-13664861d554

Source: El Pollo Loco
Holdings, Inc.

https://www.globenewswire.com/NewsRoom/AttachmentNg/2f45e8a1-f711-4fc4-9a75-13664861d554/en
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=H4FNfAhD7AKR4Xw8M9q8scED58upWkAoy-oV41zHvs0FtMQiSeA7qeJ1krRFnI1ySullCy9TcN6ybNeCfZ6o5ODjYAOHISMrDTmE0dgrKZYQqD3nGMuKLG_iaTT-DtXL
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=H4FNfAhD7AKR4Xw8M9q8saH3z2v5RaqeNleXBQWeVDUJoCLCN_AFDq60wK3_xEsGEpWwdZO4IeilX-A2iFwjPtZi-dohZIhxkvX7OLtH5YxLCaoyyIFOLdezkzhtRslF
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=CqDKq53X1ays-62-5_CEa2BZDJ3o-IQD6aKLxIbT2F2SJMP9WlnFSM3audDX0HrXbGXL14ovEsWAQqTp65AZrkglY3OqssHKM0HUUKVc5DComu0DKp1z6GDcr6L0towY
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=aUwpNXFOHDGuK09K-d6RO4La6Uyhzk2SCuRwrKiIc5Kmjq82sCiQd5UfvGycZ8dQYVyYj6epJyja3QKJsOcOZb815pNEdn860nBXmMZbfdqCo8S2icw2PktwLVf-MkUMUmnqVPHDD7uMsgrVJUMymg5YtPiUopkI6XqhsrwQYcYbPHjgI426cIXuFMNlPlTNvjIZKdZOCVKyzXvAxopmG4xe8DkER0X7zENodgDod_JvjbZq157kpBmGWVOOl4kKEcjn-8Acw6qPw9o5gOra6g==
https://www.globenewswire.com/NewsRoom/AttachmentNg/a59b2aca-e6b9-4a2b-8b2e-502938b75357

