
El Pollo Loco Announces the Grand Opening of New Restaurant in Tucson, Arizona

June 15, 2020

COSTA MESA, Calif., June 15, 2020 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- El Pollo Loco, Inc. (“El Pollo Loco” or “Company”)  (Nasdaq:LOCO), the nation's leading

fire-grilled chicken chain, opened its newest restaurant in Tucson, Arizona today. The new restaurant located at 4755 S. Landing Way the 5th location
operated by the Lugos Pollos Inc. franchise partner.

“We are thrilled to open the newest El Pollo Loco restaurant in South Side Tucson and continue our expansion in Arizona,” said franchisee, Ben Lugo.
“With more than 30 years in this business, our company commitment has always been to create the best moments possible for our customers. We are
proud to continue serving the city El Pollo Loco’s delicious, signature citrus-marinated, fire-grilled chicken and authentic Mexican-inspired offerings.”

“It’s exciting to continue developing our presence in Arizona, especially alongside a long-time franchisee partner,” said Brian Carmichall, Sr. Vice
President & Chief Development Officer. “With franchise development being such a vital part of our Company’s strategic growth plan, we put immense
value on our relationship with Ben and his family. We’re happy to celebrate the opening of their fifth El Pollo Loco and congratulate them on this special
achievement.”

The 2,400 square foot freestanding restaurant has seating for 58 customers, will employ approximately 30 team members, and features the
Company’s authentic, Mexican-inspired atmosphere that reflects El Pollo Loco’s menu and brand identity. The restaurant is open seven days a week
from 10:00 a.m. to 10 p.m. in drive thru and 10:00am to 9:30 p.m. for dine-in.

El Pollo Loco fans are encouraged to join Loco Rewards and will receive a free original Pollo Bowl® after their first regularly priced food or beverage
purchase on the mobile app. Loco Rewards members can earn points, redeem rewards and manage offers directly from the mobile app, which is
available for download in both the Apple App Store and Google Play Store.   

About El Pollo Loco
El Pollo Loco (Nasdaq:LOCO) is the nation's leading fire-grilled chicken restaurant chain renowned for its masterfully citrus-marinated, fire-grilled
chicken and handcrafted entrees using fresh ingredients inspired by Mexican recipes. With more than 480 company-owned and franchised restaurants
in Arizona, California, Nevada, Texas, Utah, and Louisiana, El Pollo Loco is expanding its presence in key markets through a combination of company
and existing and new franchisee development. Visit us on our website at www.elpolloloco.com.

Like: www.facebook.com/ElPolloLoco
Follow on Twitter: @ElPolloLoco
Follow on Instagram: @ElPolloLoco
Subscribe: www.youtube.com/OfficialElPolloLoco
Join Loco Rewards: www.elpolloloco.com/rewards

MEDIA CONTACT:

Mitch Polikoff/Quinn Kelsey
ICR
646-677-1805
LOCO@icrinc.com

https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=KgSWf3d2ATqrBuLv26FhZS81aQkQIDzlJvhA9UFdGXPk8Z9iKVf0wL6pZvq2VuXGkO-xQAxdCDQgRixx0GOq5Q==
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=ZYFNjd06cM-1CNiy8MmVCSNO-TPFLMVXCPyhjKE1OllzSnA8mHVWdyCLCLzCIoe7sjJbBwe6ze6xi6bpIZOA1zo2Giz7-W0ER3E759r2yX8=
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=Xu3Ebayz8K3EWSmUG6THIGTQ1yUx4PL_l3GLQLBNGBWbBRSr7aKOS5xdutaGB_gyOwMKe2cbEryb1RR-b1RcXptI-1XYwgqZhC1UNkkGRoiq8r8LIxJWMR7rOQ_geD_OD8KUjTBhGxO5QwKCOycQoQ==
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=aZGdsS5hrj6-wX5Rxuhx3WtF7QaC1W70YykkJcttZ4SAf0-mNJB8PJKQzO9RvzHsfoyz1GQG89e6IB-fcVSSVojm11mLxOHSPegZ8gP85uVkSuKpMWKn_Kba_AjS45ejeEktyeoanglt7tohE6z_EA==
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=f1qNHGT9tcbDEE_fUiBxcLRCytx5AJJ3WH8hIXljjmXxznRiHuVk5t1-pCectevzJ4-CTiZMDyLpv87qqSuO6ee9l8ZO3QZwMInTauUyj8E=
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=5cLuMYagPkvQDK6-YuE9fdLY1x-YSzS8VTqtHcUz8p4RfKwO2DmvjMrdma-0ZiJl2ZOD1IBloe8aZQzmcRuv331NqxamPCEF6CF51jRxc9llpYMXBG_MeHcUAipr_rL7
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=DYNPAB8Dmu8FzAMjHQxhgULDQJ37ppvmFhEHTpwdnPJVywSBxeMuSkJbOc4MsZKCwpaKWfrx3yFZqZ69EIK1RbgxLgoI_bzj3NkEi_g_3f0=
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=DYNPAB8Dmu8FzAMjHQxhgQO4k0YzvMhHbxvK7j8L_n8PkWEebWsjIRP9VRIy1XI5C-Sb8eiTcJ49ekK13bOYT08ZaZ-2-ncatD5O8ynyUJI=
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=bECF3RLEcLulVUJ_1nuVME0Ory3CZdxv_DiKivcrMWm2eZB-fck6TFkR0MMhZs1CxyMPmEAMvomgeSM3fb-fLWbDFhZIpQrb7UCPyfBOECR855ZJKoMgiiNRue-gb4AKbnFqTFVGtrMvRt7oGFgMrQ==
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=f1qNHGT9tcbDEE_fUiBxcCMBLDBt8Pm3zQYVpwVvN1OeROFedNBOTDpNmokZOMlk9kBdH-rmNj3BFHMQRZR-XcB_sHADNoiZD9Jnnp3JOr-FcZEHGDU3ph3mBlt5bEYB
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=uwZ7uBSxg5kbWu0L7x2ZgoyDjoNJjqj4O_nWiuSkKQ6Aej5zAQhpKM04byabxrZbdcsz87-YO9ITrX9NT7_dwQ==
https://www.globenewswire.com/NewsRoom/AttachmentNg/a59b2aca-e6b9-4a2b-8b2e-502938b75357


Source: El Pollo Loco Holdings, Inc.


